
RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 2 March 1 844 -,—for, 



COPIES of the Applications made by the Incumbent, Churchwardens and 
Parishioners of the Church of St. Nicholas Within , Dublin, or any of them, 
to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland, relative to the dilapidated 
state of the Parish Church, and to the taking down of same:— Of the Report 
of the Architect of the said Commissioners relative to the taking down of 
said Church Of the Official Report made by the Provincial Architect 
to the Archbishop of Dublin, relative to the. taking down of said Church : 
—Of the Correspondence, or other Communications which may have passed 
between the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and the Archbishop of Dublin 
upon this subject. ’ 



T DearSir ’ 11 June 1835. 

1 P ND y°" a document, handed to me by the churchwardens, and signed bv a 
number of the parishioners, and which I was requested to forward to vou as 
secretary to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland. 

I do not sign it myself, as it might be supposed I was anxious to close the 
church ; though I must acknowledge I would be glad of a writ of ease for a short 
time, being now in my forty-second year of duty in Dublin. 



Rev. J. Wilson. 



Ever your’s, faithfully, 

^signed) T. R. Cradock. 



Document alluded to in foregoing Letter. 

To the Right hon. and Right Rev. the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
for Ireland. 

We, the undersigned, being the churchwardens and parishioners, resident in 
the immediate vicinage of the church of St. Nicholas Within, Dublin, beg most 
respectfully to direct the attention of the Commissioners to the very dangerous 
condition of the church ; the south wall, in particular, has of late projected very 
considerably, and in the interior it has separated from the cornicing nearly two 
inches. The coping stones in front, and the tower, are likewise in a most unsafe 
state j and when we consider the weight of the. roof (being a heavy oaken frame) 
resting on walls already projecting, we are led to he apprehensive for the safety 
ot our persons and properties ; and we earnestly and respectfully hope the Com- 
missioners will have the goodness to take the subject into their serious conside- 
ration at their earliest convenience. 



(signed) 

Signed by Eight Parishioners. 



Edm d . Murphy, "| 
Elro. Smith, J 



Churchwardens. 



» 92 . 



A 



My 
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CORRESPONDENCE ON THE DILAPIDATED STATE 



My dear Sir, Marsh’s Library, 13 April 1836. 

I have received the enclosed this day ; I am importuned almost daily to try 
and get something done to my church ; I merely send this memorial to you, in 
the first instance, that you may consider of it, and show it to the Commissioners, 
if you think it would be of any use. 

I am, my dear friend, your’s most faithfully, 

To the Rev. Dr. Wilson. (signed) T. R. Cradock. 

The remainder of this letter relates to other business. 



To the Rev. Mr. Cradock. 

Rev. Sir, 

We, the undersigned, would beg most respectfully to call your attention to the 
increasingly dangerous state of the parish church, a portion of the ceiling (as you 
are aware, Sir) having fallen in, and the building generally presenting such an 
appearance of dilapidation and danger, as leads us to he apprehensive for our 
personal safety ; under these circumstances, may we request you to inform the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, that they may make such arrangements as will 
prevent the occurrence of any fatal accidents. 

We are, Rev. Sir, your very obedient servants, 

(signed) John Ennis, 1 

Samuel Hoey, [Churchwardens. 

Signed by Twelve Parishioners. Elro Smith , J 



Dear Sir, 12 June 1836. 

I send a Memorial from the parishioners about my church ; they importune 
me so often to sign similar ones, that I cannot refuse ; I would not wish to trouble 
the Commissioners on my own account. 

Your’s, faithfully, 

To Rev. J. Wilson. (signed) T. R. Cradock. 



To the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of Ireland. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

We, the undersigned, being the Minister, churchwardens and parishioners of 
the parish of St. Nicholas Within, in the city of Dublin, respectfully take leave 
to represent to your honourable Board, that we some time back took the liberty 
of drawing your attention to the very dangerous state in which our parish church 
was in : you were pleased to reply by saying, that it should have immediate 
attention ; since which time nothing has been done. We, therefore, for the 
safety of our persons, and that of the public at large, consider it our duty again 
respectfully to call your attention to our application. And we further beg per- 
mission to observe, that since our last representation, parts of this very old 
edifice, both internally and externally, have given way, which causes the greatest 
possible apprehension of danger. Under such circumstances, we should hope 
your honourable Board will be pleased without delay to give such directions as 
to your better judgment may appear necessary. 

We have the honour to be. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your very obedient, humble servants, 

(signed) T. R. Cradock, Minister. 

Samuel Hoey , 6, Christchurch-place, 

Churchwarden— 

The other Churchwarden, Mr. Ennis, is dangerously ill- 
Signed by Twenty-five Parishioners. 



Reverend 
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OF SAINT NICHOLAS WITHIN CHURCH, DUBLIN. 



„ . 25, Lower Fitzwilliam-street, 

Reverend Sir, 5 October 1835, 

In reference to your letter of the 2d instant, referring to mine of the 24th 
ultimo on the subject of the church of St. Nicholas Within, I beg leave to 
report, tor the information of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, that 
I consider the tower fronting Nicholas-street, and the south wall flanking 
Kennedy s-Iane, to be m a state of imminent danger, and that the other walls are 
more or less defective. The interior of the church is in a very wretched con- 
dition. 1 he roof, being composed of oak, is sound ; but the slating is very bad : 
and under “ le circumstances, I strongly recommend that the entire building 
should be taken down as soon as possible. 



Rev. Dr. Wilson. 



I remain, Reverend Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

{signed) Frederick Darly , jun. 

Arch 1 Pro. of Dublin. 



My Lord, 25, Fitzwilliam-street, 24 September 1835. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship, that the church of St. Nicholas Within 
m this city, is in a very dangerous state, and I am in constant apprehension of 
the front wall falling into the street, which would be attended with great public 
danger. I therefore beg leave to recommend your Grace to sanction its being 
taken down, and that the materials should be sold by auction. 

I remain, my Lord, 

Your Grace’s most obedient, humble Servant, 

(signed) Frederick Darly, jun. 

io his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin. Arch 1 Pro. of Dublin. 



I approve of the above, 

(signed) R d Dublin. 



(True Copies.) 

Tho 5 Bushe, 

Secretary to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland, 

, 3, Upper Merrion-street, Dublin. 

27 March, 1844. 
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ST. NICHOLAS WITHIN CHURCH 
(DUBLIN). 




